ELIT 48A: American Literature Beginnings to 1865

Instructor Roberts


Short Essay Assignment: 
An interpretive essay on a short passage or poem
Focus on one quote that you choose from course readings.

· The quote can be selected from any part of the assigned reading. Your quote can be as short as a few lines or as long as an entire paragraph. Make sure it’s a really good one that will take you places.  If you just agree, and that’s all you want to say, it’s not a good quote.
· Build analysis starting with the words and adding in larger contexts. Cover these area: 1) focus very closely on the words and literary devices of the quote (unpack the quote), 2) explain the context of the poem, narrative or story where this appears, 3) then make larger connections to the text as a whole, 4) connect the quote to issues related to history, society or the mind (see “What is Literary Interpretation” for an overview of this process). The order may vary, but you could just follow this as an outline if you want. It’s not necessary to start with a traditional introduction or write a full paragraph conclusion.
· Your analysis should spend some time on the literary details of the quote (tone, images, metaphors, irony, etc.) and/or the form as a whole (narrator, characterization, conflict etc.). Consider how form, style, structure, themes, and/or voice reflect the literary and historical issues of this time period. 
· You can include personal reactions, but that should not be the main point of your analysis.  Your point is to reveal the layers of meaning and cultural significance of the text.  
Requirements and format:

1. 2-3 pages typed, double spaced analysis focusing on 1 quote (with author’s name and page number using MLA format) and its context in the larger work and history. Quote should be at the top of the page with the analysis following.
2. Late submissions will lose 1 full grade and will not be accepted more than a week late. 

3. You may revise one essay and I will use the higher grade. 

